
The Orchestra and String Orchestra 
comprise around 150 young musicians 
who are adventurous, brave, dedicated, 
focused, energetic, hardworking, 
inspirational role models for Hampshire. 
They collaborate and share their  
skills and knowledge with self-belief  
and passion. 

The Orchestra has won a series of 
awards in recent years, including 
Outstanding Performance Awards at 
the National Festival of Music for Youth. 
HCYO has also won many friends around 
the world with regular foreign tours that 
have included the USA, South Africa and 
Chile as well as regular visits to European 
destinations as far as Poland, Hungary 
and Romania.

Inclusiveness and inspiration for  
younger members is a priority and the 
orchestra holds regular open days, 
meet the orchestra days, workshops 
and master classes open to all young 
musicians in Hampshire and not only  
to those in HCYO. 

To date the Charity has leant heavily  
on parental financial support but for  
some families this is not sustainable.  
The Charity is aiming to raise about 
£25,000 a year partly from sponsorship.

The Friends of the Hampshire County 
Youth Orchestra is a registered charity 
(No. 270998) and raises funds for 
the County Youth Orchestra whose 
members are young musicians with 
outstanding musical talent selected by 
annual audition from across Hampshire. 
The Orchestra is funded by Hampshire 
County Council but additional help is 
needed in partnership with the Friends 
of HCYO  in order to ensure no one  
                                   misses out on such  
                                   great opportunities  
                                    – whatever their  
                                       financial     
                                         background. 
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“Words cannot describe the impact 
HCYO has had on my life! Things have 
definitely not been easy. Growing up, I 
have had to juggle caring responsibilities 
as well as my own struggles with mental 
health problems. I am not from  
a privileged background and 
opportunities to play music at this  
level are very rare where I live.

I never would have imagined I’d be  
able to realise my dream to take music  
to a high level in the midst of this, but 
being a part of HCYO has given me 
so many fantastic opportunities. It 
has been like a ray of sunshine, my 
musical refuge on Saturdays, where 
I could run away from the problems 
at home and find peace from my own 
mind. Sometimes it felt like the music 
I experienced in HCYO was one of the 
only things that kept me going.

At first I never even imagined I’d get 
a place in HCYO. I had a beginner’s 
instrument and only ever had short 
subsidised lessons in school.  
I didn’t feel ‘HCYO’ calibre. 

A few years down the line, I found 
myself progressing beyond my wildest 
dreams. I had aspired to getting into the 
Chamber Orchestra, and I surpassed this 
by becoming a section principal. I had 
dreamt of this but I never would have 
imagined myself being able to do this 
until now. I am hugely indebted to HCYO, 
it has broadened my horizons in so many 
ways and has made a immeasurable 
contribution to the confidence and  
self esteem I have today.”
Musician

 
 
 

 
 
  “Playing   
 Shostakovich’s   
 5th Symphony  
 in Hungary was  
an unforgettable 
experience. I will 
always remember 
Carl telling the 
orchestra that  
when we played  
the Symphony in 
Eger, a Russian 

family on holiday from St. Petersburg 
were bought to tears by the moving 
performance of the Shostakovich - the 
fact that we had it in us to perform 
something like that and having that effect 
on the audience will always be special.

CYO is one insane family and it has 
taught me so much, benefitting me 
socially and musically. The end  
results of our hard work throughout  
the year and especially from  
Bryanston definitely pays off for  
what we can produce at a young  
age! My advice to every aspiring  
young musician is that you take  
every opportunity there is and  
to never think twice!”

Musician

“

”

HCYO is peerless.  
It takes children and  
makes them musicians 
– there is fun, hard 
work, tears, sweat  
and a very great deal  
of humanity!



“Then followed something remarkable; 
the Eighth String Quartet of Dimitri 
Shostakovich arranged for full string 
orchestra. This dark, introspective work, 
composed at the height of the “Cold 
War” contains some of Shostakovich’s 
most powerful music and is a complex, 
challenging piece.

Yet, from the opening notes it was  
clear that something in this music  
made a deep impact upon the  
youngsters and, as the piece unfolded  
we witnessed concentrated music 
making on a really special level...

For this listener at least, the evening 
belonged to those young string  
players and their stunning response  
to Shostakovich.”

Hampshire Chronicle

“Let’s get this straight... Our family is 
neither well off nor privileged. We have  
a number of significant challenges. Can 
we measure the value that HCYO has  
had to us? Probably not ever, fully.

Only ever having had HMS school music 
lessons, and struggling for transport 
at times, HCYO seemed like a barely 
achievable goal at first, but amazingly  
our child has gone from strength to 
strength and now occupies a position  
of responsibility in the Chamber 
Orchestra.  And how has this happened? 
Where do I begin? The staff have been 
amazing for starters!

Whatever else had to be faced in life, the 
love of music, playing music and sharing 
music was always there, like a stabiliser.

As time has gone on, the opportunities 
to experience all aspects of being a 
musician have greatly expanded my 
child’s horizons and given a sense of 
self-esteem and desire to communicate 
confidently, that I am sure would not  
have been there otherwise. We still 
feel very supported by the excellent, 
committed staff and volunteers. It is  
a real team effort.

The difference it can make to one 
person’s life is immeasurable”

Parent
The difference it can 
make to one person’s  
life is immeasurable.

“
”



The Friends of HCYO was formed in 1975 
with the aim of supporting and promoting 
the orchestras and raise additional 
funds to those already provided by the 
education authority. These funds are used 
to support individuals (around  
10 % of our members will need annual 
financial support) and also offset the cost 
of overseas tours and courses for all 
members. The Friends fulfill their aim  
of bringing high quality youth music  
to as wide a range of audiences as 
possible and the wider community.

Sponsorship for individuals is always 
welcomed as is sponsorship of the 
HCYO as a whole. However, help does 
not always have to be of a financial 
nature and support in kind has made 
many projects possible. The Friends are 
always keen to work with companies and 
individuals to find truly creative ways of 
achieving joint aims.

As well as our regular financial 
commitments, we have some long  
term aims which include:

     Help for individual members who  
need financial support

     Sponsorship for our regular Anvil 
concerts – in particular our end or 
year event which is very popular with 
parents and members alike – £5000.

We value your interest in the Orchestras 
and warmly welcome you to meet 
our young musicians at rehearsal and 
discuss with us ways you feel you  
may be able to support us.

Please contact:  
friends.of.hcyo@gmail.com

How can you help  
support the orchestras?

Hampshire Music Service provides instrumental and vocal teaching to over 29,000 pupils every week 
and offers a range of ensembles, from beginner groups to county ensembles as well as individual 

instrumental tuition through our Hub Scholars scheme for able and talented students. 

The Hampshire County Youth Orchestra is part of over 60 such ensembles run by  
Hampshire Music Service.

If you would like more information about Hampshire Music Service in general, please contact:
Jill Larner – Head of Hampshire Music Service, Hampshire Music Service, Rookwood Centre,  

Penshurst Way, Eastleigh, SO50 4RJ

Tel: 023 80652037  Email: music.service@hants.gov.uk
Friends of the Hampshire County Youth Orchestra. (Registered Charity No. 270998)

www.hcyo.org.uk


