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There is never a dull moment at HCYO. Spring is nearly here and that inevitably means great 
excitement as we prepare for our Easter Course at Bryanston. Much has happened over the last few 
months and we have a lot to look forward to. HCYO continues to inspire and break new ground. 

Every September HCYO reforms and starts afresh – the first term is always a challenging one, new 
faces, fresh expectations and new music. We never cease to be amazed by how quickly each new 
generation takes over and makes HCYO their own.  Our first concert of the season at Thornden Hall 
was an excellent evening with performances by all our ensembles with music by Arnold (Cornish 
Dances), Rutter (Oh waly, waly), Bach (Contrapunctus) and even some sections from Carmina 
Burana by Carl Orff which will be performed later this year in the Anvil as part of Hampshire County 
Council’s Chairman’s Year of Music. 

The annual Christmas busking sessions where the most successful in recent years thanks to the 
Friends of HCYO and an excellent team of orchestra reps whose job it is to find musicians to play at 
the various venues.  A new partnership between FHCYO and the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 
saw some HCYO members playing welcome music at the BSO Christmas Concert in Portsmouth. A 
similar session will take place on 9th March and we are looking for orchestra members to volunteer 
once again for what could be another profitable evening (the collection for FHCYO is always a very 
generous one!). 

January in Winchester is always marked by the removal of all the chairs in Winchester Cathedral. 
The empty space gives the opportunity for some creative programming as was the case in our ‘New 
Year’ concert in January 2017. Our chamber orchestra has been studying the music of Jean Phillipe 
Rameau and it was a privilege to join once again with Wessex Dance and perform a suite of 
Rameau’s music in the way in was intended during the French Baroque. By that we not only mean 
‘with dance’ but also with baroque bows, natural horns and trumpets and, we hope, in a style that 
Rameau might have recognised. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

  
The ‘New Year’ concert also featured the world premiere of Un-Deg-Un for two 
marimbas by Michael Betteridge. Michael was resident composer with Hampshire Music Service 
last academic year and wrote the piece especially for our percussion section. The highlight of the 
evening however was Cumulus. We welcomed back Spike Wilson who led our string orchestra for 
many years. Spike composed the piece especially for HCYO with the purpose of including string 
players of any standard and it was great to see over 200 players joining in, some as young as 7 years 
old.  

 

 

 Some ex members in the audience 
recalled their first ever public 
performance in Winchester Cathedral 
many years ago when they were 7 or 8 
and what a huge impression it had 
made on them.  One of our most 
important tasks is to inspire younger 
generations and this we certainly did.  
A great evening and well done to all 
those who took part. 

Our HCYO family grows: We would like to congratulate Paul Lovegrove (percussion tutor) for 
becoming a parent. Julie gave birth to Joseph in December – we wish them all the very best. 

Sadly, we also need to say farewell to David Scott and Hannah Murphy who have been involved 
with HCYO over the last few year as staff members at Bryanston and tours. David grew up in HCYO 
and later returned as brass tutor and assistant and is now taking a new post in Bristol. They will 
both be sadly missed and we wish them all the best.  

We would also like to say thank you to all those who work tirelessly for the Friends of HCYO. We 
would not be able to do what we do without your involvement. The Friends not only raise much 
needed funds for the orchestra but also offer practical help with dresses, loading trucks, setting up 
and clearing up after concerts… the list could go on and on! 

Carl. 


