
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a year it has been so far for HCYO!  We have done so much and achieved a huge amount in the 

first two terms of the year. As always, HCYO is at the centre of the work of the Hampshire Music 
Service and we not only enjoy huge opportunities for music making but also have the opportunity to 

encourage and inspire younger generations on their musical journey.  

 

 
 
Such was the case at the start of the year with our Cello day with ex HCYO member and now 

professional cellist Phillip Handy. Around 40 cellists grade 3 and above joined in a day of workshops, 
master classes and ensemble playing which were both educational and inspirational. 

 
Last November, the Hampshire Music Service was invited to 

perform the massed choral item at the National Music for Youth 

Schools Prom at the Royal Albert Hall – this gave the 
opportunity for some 70 HCYO members to join dancers, singers 

and brass players from the Hampshire County Youth Band in 
Martin Reed’s vocal composition ‘The Mary Rose’. This was the 

second year running that HCYO members took part in this event 

following on last year’s hugely successful performance of 

Bernstein’s Prelude, Riffs and Fugue.  
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For some years now, HCYO has had links with the 

Liebigschule in Giessen – Germany. It was during a visit in 
2014 that the idea of commissioning a piece for choir and 

orchestra took root. The idea was to perform this as part of 
the commemorations of the 100th anniversary of WWI, with 

German as well as UK students but also in the UK and in 

Germany. Thanks to financial help from both Hampshire 
County Council and the Friends of HCYO, the dream became 

a reality. Francis Pott agreed to take the challenge and gave us a wonderful work ‘The Lost Wand’ 
with challenging themes of the loss of childhood innocence through war.  After a lot of work on both 

sides of the channel, the world premier took place on 30th of January in Winchester Cathedral. We 

are indebted to Francis for writing us such a thoughtful and meaningful piece. It was always going to 
be a challenge to put this together; with orchestra and choir rehearsing hundreds of miles away but 

both orchestra and choir made huge efforts and 
took the challenge head on. The event became a 

true ‘Celebration of Peace’ and working together 
with German students was a wonderful 

experience. A huge word of thanks must also go 

to all the parents who took German students into 
their homes and made everyone so welcome in 

Hampshire.  Two weeks later, just under 90 HCYO 
students made their way to Giessen for a repeat 

performance over an action packed few days and 

a very rough ferry crossing on the way back! Thank you once again to staff who gave up their half 
term to make this possible and to all the financial and practical help from the Friends throughout the 

project.         

 
 

 
 

Encouraging new members to join us on Saturdays is increasingly challenging. Pressures of modern 

life, school and college work means that fewer music students are both reaching the necessary 

musical standard, or simply have the time to commit to the demanding HCYO schedule. Our String 
Orchestra this year has roughly 15 fewer members than last year, making long term prospects 

worrying. Ironically, their musical standard is higher than ever before (who can forget their 
astonishing performance of the Shostakovich String 

Symphony at the Anvil last April). As part of our long 

term plan, we have managed to secure additional 
funding to start a ‘String Taster Ensemble’ for one 

year only, and we are really pleased that roughly 30 
young string players grade 3 and above have joined 

this group and are doing well under the leadership of 

Xenia Kaspar and Sue Bint. Xenia was already 
involved with HCYO with violin teaching and Sue is not 

only a wonderful violinist herself but an ex HCYO 
parent too. The String Taster Ensemble is taking part in our String Bonanza in April and will also take 

part in the production of Britten’s Noye’s Fludde with our String Orchestra later on this year. 



Bryanston is just round the corner – we easily take it for granted because it happens every year but it 

is good to remind ourselves just what an amazing week it is. A huge amount of work goes into it to 
make it work, not only by the staff, including our wonderfully caring house staff, but also by the 

Friends who will be subsidizing the week by £7,000, this in addition to the £20,000 we are aiming to 
raise for the summer tour.  Can I please encourage everyone to get involved – HCYO plays a huge 

part in the lives of our young people and it is all possible thanks to the generosity of everyone 

involved.  

 

 
 

Carl Clausen – Music Director HCYO 

 


