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NEWSLETTER 
AUTUMN 2015 

Director’s Report 

Welcome to the 2015-16 season.  It has been a while since we had an HCYO newsletter and it is great to 
see this happening again.  Thank you to all those involved in producing this and thank you also to those 
involved with the Friends of HCYO who work so hard and give up so much of their time to make HCYO 
what it is. 
 
We have had a huge turnaround of players this year – roughly 40% and it is great to welcome new faces, 
including all those supporting families behind the scenes.  It is very exciting to feel your enthusiasm for 
music making and your very strong commitment to HCYO.  We are all very aware of the great pressures 
that our young people are under and your commitment is not taken for granted. 
 
We have a lot to look forward to and this will be an extraordinary year for HCYO.  HCYO is at the centre of 
Hampshire Music Service’s invaluable work and will continue to play an important role within the 
Hampshire Music Service, inspiring and challenging young musicians. 
 
As well as our ‘normal’ range of events, this year HCYO is playing an important part in three ambitious 
Hampshire Music Service projects.  Because of funding that has to be spent during this season…they have 
all come at once – i.e. opportunities not to be missed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday 23rd November some HCYO members will be joining a 550 strong choir, brass players from 
Hampshire County Band and members from Wessex Dance Academy for a performance of Martin Read’s 
Mary Rose at the Royal Albert Hall as part of the national Music for Youth Festival, The Schools Prom – 
this follows last year’s very successful performance also at the RAH, of Bernstein’s Prelude, Riffs and 
Fugue by HCYO wind, brass and percussion.  HCYO seems to be a yearly fixture at the nations most 
prestigious concert venue! 
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As part of the commemoration of the centenary of WW1, and thanks to funds provided by the Friends of 
HCYO and Hampshire Music Service, we have commissioned a new work for choir and orchestra by 
Francis Pott.  The Lost Wand will have its world premier in Winchester Cathedral on Saturday 30 January 
2016, when the Choir of the Liebigschule in Giesse, Germany will join us.  A few weeks later we will have 
the privilege of travelling to Giessen for two repeat performances as part of our joint project with our 
German partner school.  Please read the ‘what is it all about’ article later in this newsletter.  It is important 
that as music educators, we embrace all styles and periods in music history and we should not shy away 
from music from our time and it is a great privilege, honor and responsibility to be able to work with such 
a renown composer on a new world premier.  Many thanks to Francis for all his efforts over the summer 
and we are looking forward to the premier in January 2016. 
 
Our third project this year will be a performance of Benjamin Britten’s community opera Noyes Fludde.  
Here the string orchestra will take centre stage – please read the ‘looking ahead to summer’ article later in 
this newletter to see who is involved. 
 
The Friends of the Hampshire County Youth Orchestra are celebrating their 45 year anniversary this 
season and this will be the main focus for the end of year concert at the Anvil on Sunday 3 July 2016.  We 
are actively looking for a sponsor for this event.  Each HCYO concert at the Anvil looses roughly £1,500 
but we firmly believe our students should have the opportunity to perform in well-established and 
nationally recognised concert halls.  If you would like to get involved or know of anyone interested in 
sponsoring this event, please let us know. 
 
Every two or three years HCYO embarks on an oversees tour.  We pack three coaches, a truck and set off 
on our travels.  We have had a few challenges in our planning this time round.  Because of the current 
migrant crisis in Europe, we were advised that the border between Hungary/Romania and Serbia might be 
best avoided for the time being and that was precisely the area we were intending to visit.  After some 
thoughts and discussions, we have decided to re-route and will be visiting Budapest and the Debrecen 
area of Hungary.  The important thing is, the trip is on and we are all looking forward to a great summer 
ahead.  Details to follow soon…… 

Carl Clausen, November 2015 
.   
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Julian Poore is the much loved and respected 
trumpet tutor at Hampshire County Youth Orchestra, 
a position he has held for many years.  Whilst 
pursuing a busy professional career as a member of 
the European Chamber Orchestra, Julian admits that 
his biggest thrill is the time he spends encouraging 
young people and teaching. 
 
Despite being a classical musician, like most brass 
players, his roots are based in the brass band 
tradition.  A keen Salvation Army member, mainly 
paying cornet, Julian successfully auditioned to study 
trumpet at Guildhall despite having little experience 

on the instrument.  After graduating he moved on to a successful professional career. 
 
Julian is a good humored, positive and calm person who inspires his pupils to realize their potential and 
attempt ambitious pieces.  This heavy teaching schedule including Hampshire Music Service, Peter 
Symonds, Winchester College and Southampton University, never seems to dampen his enthusiasm 
and individual approach with his pupils.  He builds good relationships and passes on invaluable 
breathing and other techniques through his useful exercises. 
 
When questioned, Julian admits that much of his music making is inspired by his faith, which he says, 
is very important to him.  It is clear to everyone who has been lucky enough to be taught by Julian, 
that he is a charming man and a legend of the HCYO brass section. 
 
Lily Smith – Principal Trumpet HCYO 2014-15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Every year we encourage our young musicians to fund raise by taking part in Busking in the lead up to 
Christmas.  Please come and support them by just being there, donating or even volunteering to collect 
money. 

 
• Sunday 6th Dec 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm at Winchester Buttercross 
• Saturday 12th Dec 11.00 am to 1.00 pm at The Malls, Basingstoke 
• Sunday 13th Dec 11.00 am to 1.00 pm at The Meadows, Camberley, Surrey 
• Saturday 19th Dec 5.00 pm to 7.00 pm at The Square, Whiteley near Fareham 

Focus on HCYO 
Sectionals Tutor 

 

Busking Dates 2015 
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I was in the oboe section of HCYO from 2012-15 and 
I loved my time there.  Although I miss my friends 
from HCYO, I am still in regular contact with them 
although my ability to keep up with the music 
‘banter’ is diminishing as they learn more and more 
from their music degrees.  Having moved on to the 
whirlwind that is Cambridge University, I am able to 
look back with such fond memories: I was chatting to 

a dissection demonstrator who is in the European 
Doctors Orchestra (or something like that!) and was 
amazed to find that in my three years at HCYO, we 
had played almost all of their upcoming repertoire.  
This demonstrates what an excellent group HCYO is 
– cherish your time playing together! 

 
Naomi Pygott – Medicine at Cambridge University

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HCYO Autumn/Winter Concerts 
 

• Saturday 28th November – end of term concert at Thronden, 4 pm start – all HCYO ensembles involved.  
Tickets available directly from Thornden Hall £8 and £5 concessions www.thorndenhall.co.uk 
 

• Saturday 30th January 2016 – Hampshire County Youth Orchestra – A Celebration of Peace The 
Chairman’s Concert.  Tickets available from the Cathedral box office on 01962 857275 or 
www.tickets.winchester-cathedral.org.uk £10 and £5 concessions.  Please note standing room only, 
though some chairs available for those in need. 

Where Are They Now? 

 
 
 
 
Where are they now?  In this case bumping into Bill 
Neighy – how lucky was Harriet Taylor!  Harriet is now at 
the University of Manchester. 

Dates For The Diary 
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Hampshire County Youth Chamber Orchestra – visit to Giessen/Germany 2014 
 

After arriving very early at Thornden school at 5.30 am we started our journey, which little did we know 
would end up taking 12 hours longer than intended because of the awful weather.  However Disney films, 
chick flicks and regular Pringle purchasing kept us going throughout the journey, including the 8 hours or so 
wait at Dover.  When we arrived the following morning at the Liebig Schule we were all completely exhausted 
and looking forward to meeting our beds – our host families of course!  I think it’s not over exaggerating to 
say we were all extremely nervous to meet people who we would be staying with for 3 nights. 

 
The next day was full of rehearsals, hard work and preparation for the concert in the evening.  The concert 
was amazing and exhilarating for everyone, players and audience members alike.  The Liebig Schule 
orchestra played some beautiful pieces with some extremely talented soloists and their choir sang some 
enjoyable songs as well. 
 
On the final day, we visited the picturesque town of Eisenach, which was the famous JS Bach’s birthplace.  
We visited the Bach museum, which held lots of wonderful Baroque instruments – most of which were unique 
and which we had never heard of before.  Our guide played us some extracts on these instruments, which we 
found really interesting and were in awe of what some of them could do.  Following this we visited the 
beautiful castle ‘Wartburg’ where Martin Luther spent 10 months in hiding which as fascinating.  I think it’s 
safe to say everyone’s historical knowledge expanded on this final day.  In the coach on the way back we 
were all exhausted and sad that the next day we would be leaving. 

 
This HCYO trip, as always, was so much fund and as well as meeting lots of new people and forming new 
friendships, I think we all became much closer as an orchestra in itself, making our current friendships 
stronger.  Can’t wait until the next trip! 

Lara Wassenberg 

What Is It All About 
Giessen - Germany 

 
We all went to our host’s homes (all of whom were very friendly 
and welcoming) and met back again at 1 pm at the Liebig Schule 
for our first rehearsal.  After we rehearsed in our separate 
orchestras we then joined together and played through ‘Night on a 
Bare Mountain’, which for the first rehearsal together sounded 
really good and was such a great piece to play with so many 
players. 
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HCYO Performance of Benjamin Britten’s Noye’s Fludde 

 
Plans are already ahead for our summer project, a 
performance of Britten’s magical community opera, 
Noye’s Fludde. This gem of a piece will give HCYO 
an opportunity to engage with the wider community 
and once again be part of the nationally acclaimed 
Winchester Festival. The piece will include our own 
String Orchestra, the Riverside Quartet (all HCYO 

string tutors), CYO percussion and trumpet sections 
plus CYO volunteers to cover hand bells, singers for 
Noye’s family and over 100 school children taking 
the beastly animal parts. We will also be looking for 
recorder players and volunteers to help with props 
and costumes.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Looking Ahead to 
Summer 2016 

HCYO Concerts  
2014 to 2015 

 
 
 
Bluray and DVD sets 
are still available of all 
the HCYO, CYO and 
SO concerts from 
2014/15.  Prices range 
from between £5 and 
£12.  For further 
information including 
an order form please 
contact 
friends.of.hcyo@gmail.
com 

 


