
 
 
 
 
 
 
Performing the role of Mrs Ham, in Britten's opera Noyes Fludde, was my first real experience of 

singing in a fully staged opera. I have sung in Winchester Cathedral before, but have never before 

had the opportunity to work with such a fantastic group of singers, dancers, actors, musicians and 
costume designers. During rehearsals for the opera, we sang from the score and learnt each of our 

roles (there were six of us kids playing the sons and 
daughters). Following this, we began to block the piece 

and began acting, with a focus on interacting with each 

other. It was important we were able to fill the space in 
the Cathedral, and convey the drama in a way a sizeable 

audience could see and follow. Lorraine Cheshire directed 
the acting and was brilliant in getting us to come out of 

our shells and communicate more. We were also very 
lucky to be working with professional singers, John 

Lofthouse and Jenny Samuel, who played Noah and Mrs 

Noah. Their experience  and exceptional ability gave us a 
model to aspire to, and some ideas for how to portray our 

characters, as well as providing incredible singing and being 
great fun (and occasionally comical) to work with. We were 

fortunate to perform with a full string orchestra and a whole 

host of other instruments (some more conventional than 
others). These included trumpets, recorders, various types 

of percussion, hands bells, and even mugs, which were hit 
with drum sticks. This was all under the direction of Carl 

Clausen, who was the glue that stuck the performance 
together. His conducting was clear and expressive and easy 

to follow, even when we were running around the stage! 

The dancers added an extra dimension to the production, 
giving us something to respond to. Our costumes were put together by Alison, and were great fun to 

work in. I thoroughly enjoyed performing in Noyes Fludde, and I hope there are many more projects 
like it to come in the future.  
 

Issy Pott, current orchestra member 
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