
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the first edition of the HCYO Newsletter for the academic year  

2016 – 2017 
 

A warm welcome to all new faces, orchestra members and their parents – welcome to our HCYO 
family. We hope you enjoy your time with us, make new friends and discover amazing music along 

the way.  
 

Looking back at the last 12 months I have realised what an amazing year it was. We started with a 

number of County Youth Orchestra members taking part in the National Music for Youth Schools 
Prom at the Royal Albert Hall, where we provided accompaniment for a 400 strong choir of 

Hampshire pupils for Martin Read’s Mary Rose.  
 

As soon as we came back from the Albert Hall, we were faced with the huge challenge of learning a 

brand new piece and giving its world premier. The Lost Wand by Francis Pott was specially 
commissioned for what was an ambitious but hugely rewarding project, a joint commemoration of the 

centenary of WWI performed by CYO and the choir of our partner school the Liebigschule in Giessen, 
Germany.  What transpired was one of the most moving concerts we have done for many years. I 

had the pleasure of attending the Liebigschule’s residential week (their equivalent of our Bryanston 
week) and taking part in their vocal rehearsals. It was midwinter and there was a lot of snow around 

but the cold could not dampen the choir’s enthusiasm and they were all very much looking forward to 

their visit to Hampshire.  Finding homes for over 90 choir members and staff was a real challenge and 
a big thank you to all those who went out of their way to make it all happen. As always when making 

music together, new friendships were made and two weeks later we were off on our travels again, 
this time back to Giessen for a repeat performance.   We must thank Francis once again for his 

generosity and for providing us with a truly moving piece.  
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Our visit to Giessen in Germany was memorable 

for many things: the big and warm welcome 
from parents and friends at the Liebigschule who 

took us into our homes and also civic members, 
councilors and ministers of the county of Hesse, 

making the whole project a very high profile 

event.  We ended our time in Giessen with a 
memorable concert with every possible 

nationality and style of music – who will ever 
forget the French bagpipers, playing Scottish 

tunes with (very German) piano accompaniment!  
HCYO is a truly international ensemble with 

many different nationalities represented and we 

are always looking for ways to encourage 
international co-operation. Our long-term plans 

were to join the Giessen students once more, 
this time to ‘celebrate’ the centenary of the end 

of WWI in 2018 with a performance of Vivaldi’s 

Gloria at the European Parliament in Brussels. 
Recent political events have poured cold water on the idea – we will just need to wait and see how 

things develop. 
 

Our String Orchestra is a remarkable ensemble. The journey they undertake at the start of each 
academic year is always a hugely ambitious one. Every September, the String Orchestra starts from 

scratch and beaver away quietly in the background till 

our Easter residential course at Bryanston where they 
start to really flourish and show the results of all their 

hard work. This year’s repertoire included English 
music by Purcell, Holst, Vaughan Williams and Britten.  

Bryanston course over Easter is always the highlight of 

the year for our students and staff. After many years 
of leadership, Adam Broughton and Hollie Furneaux 

passed on their ‘head of house’ responsibilities to 
Karen and Bryan Bolton who excelled in their new role. 

Or Bryanston Big Band is now a firm feature of the 

course thanks to Tom Barton and David Scott who 
have taken over from Adam and continue the 

challenge of transforming classical musicians into 
swinging jazzers.  Bryanston is an extraordinary week. 

Strong friendships are made and we can really get stuck into some serious work. Together with our 
strong team of music tutors we achieve what seemed impossible at the start of the year. The Anvil 

concert after Easter is as much a highlight as Bryanston itself. This year the programme included 

Purcell’s Chacony, Holt’s Brook Green Suite and Shostakovich 5 Symphony. A special thanks to 
Nicholas Wilks, ex HCYO director, who rescued the day after I was taken ill. At least that day I 

managed to load the truck – after which, I went to casualty with severe pancreatitis, whilst everyone 
enjoyed a very memorable performance. 

 

Summer term is the most stressful time of the year for a great number of our members. GCSE and A 
level exams take over our lives and it is hard to think of anything else other than revision and exam 

preparation. At HCYO we are 100 % convinced that there can be nothing better for exam revision 
than taking time away from books to make music together. It is something each generation benefits 

from, and it is to their credit that some of the most memorable performances are the ones soon after 
this very stressful time in their lives.  



 
 

As we said already, we do not wind down during exam time. On the contrary, this year we not only 

prepared for our Gala Concert – the 40th anniversary of the Friends association, but also managed to 
put on a full opera production of Britten’s Noye’s Fludde with our String Orchestra taking centre 

stage, with the help of our String Taster Ensemble. The String Taster Ensemble was a one-off project 
for younger string players of roughly grade 3 standard who joined us mornings only at Thornden with 

the specific aim of joining in with Noye’s Fludde. The whole project was a great success and it is good 
to see many of our string tasters now members of the HCYO family. 

 

I do not recall such a busy end of year for a long time. No sooner had we finished Noye’s Fludde, we 
launched into our yearly round of auditions. It was good to see increased interest in joining HCYO 

compared to the previous year and to see real competition for some of the limited places at HCYO. 
Auditions are a very enjoyable time, (for staff that is!) and we are always so impressed by the effort 

students make.  

 
Auditions were not the last HCYO activity this year. As 

results were emailed to everyone, we were packing 
and preparing for our early 3 am departure and the 

start of our second venture across the channel this 
year, this time to Hungary for our 10 day summer 

tour. Like Bryanston at Easter, summer tours are 

remembered for years to come. We enjoy spending 
time together and you cannot get any closer than 

spending two (or was it three?) days on a coach 
travelling through Europe’s summer traffic jams just to 

get there. Eventually we made it and spent a 

wonderful time playing five concerts in Debrecen and 
Budapest. Tears were shed by many as the final 

chords of On Golden Pond were played – thus saying a musical farewell to the many leavers playing 
for the very last time with HCYO.  We are thankful for the financial contribution made by the Friends 

to make the trip possible - £20,000 was raised towards this trip ( in addition to £6000 for the 
Germany visit in February and £7000 towards Bryanston). The work of the Friends is invaluable and 

we must take time to thank all those volunteers who give up time and effort to make HCYO a very 

special enterprise. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our two volunteer truck drivers 



Steve and Chalky who gave up their time for free and, not only took care of our instruments, but fully 

immersed themselves in all we did whilst 
travelling abroad. 

 
We are already making plans for HCYO’s next 

trip abroad likely to be in summer 2018 – a 

possible visit to Leipzig and Dresden in 
Germany. 

 
Looking ahead… 

 
HCYO is at the very centre of the Hampshire 

Music Service work and we use every 

opportunity to link up, work with and inspire 
music students across Hampshire. We are 

looking forward to exciting and innovative 
projects already under way. As well as our 

normal programme of events, this year we can look forward to the return of Spike Wilson (ex String 

Orchestra conductor) who will lead all our strings (CYO and SO) in a performance of his own 
composition Cumulus in Winchester Cathedral ( 28 January ). Cumulus is a wonderful piece 

commissioned by the Friends of HCYO in the year 2004 and written to include able as well as very 
young players, even those who started playing violin this term!  On this occasion we will once again 

join forces with Wessex Dance Academy, a superb charity who use dance to help disadvantaged 
young people to turn their lives around. Chamber Orchestra have been working on music by French 

composer Rameau and will be joining Wessex Dance Academy for the second half of this concert. On 

the 19th of March 2017 we will have the visit of Jonathan Willcocks as guest conductor for Carl Orff’s 
Carmina Burana with a 300 strong community choir made up of schools and amateur singers from 

across the county. 
The third major project will once again be a mixture of music, drama and dance. Chamber Orchestra 

will be taking part in a drama production of Mendelssohn’s Midsummer Night’s Dream as part of the 

Winchester Festival in the summer term 2017.     
 

A final word of thanks to all those who work behind the scenes to make HCYO the success it is, from 
decision makers in Hampshire County Council to those who volunteer every week to run the tuck 

shop, load trucks or pick up all the litter left behind in changing rooms after concerts. You all play a 

vital role and we simply say ‘thank you’ 
 

Enjoy the year ahead – remember, the more you put into it, the more you will get out of it. Please 
play a full part in everything we do! 

 
Carl Clausen – Music Director HCYO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


